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"Koormees  —  These  people  state  that  they  emigrated 
from  the  south  1  200  years  ago.  They  claim  descent 
from  Raja  Bal  Bhudr,  a  soorajbans,  who  lived,  in 
the  Tretrayug,  the  second  age  of  the  world/* 

—Memo,  on  the  castes  prevailing  in  the  district  of 
Jhansee. 
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VOL.  XIII  PAGE  247,  EtoiiABAD  STATE. 

"The  Kapus  or  Kunbis  the  great  agricultural 
caste  in  the  rtate  number  295JOOO  persons  or  26 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  population, 

VOL.  XVI,  PAGA  261  AND  262,  MADRAS  PRESIDENCY. 

<C0£  the  Hindu  castes  of  Madras  the  largest  are 
the  Kapus  numbering  257GOOOO  in  1904.  They  are 
divided  and  sub  divided  in  endless  pub-cates  which 
keep  seve  ally  apart  from  one  another  and  usually 
decline  th  intermarry  or  even  to  eat  together." 

VOL.  "XVI,  PAGE  436,  MAHARASHTRA. 

"Maharasthra  is  the  country  of  the  Marathas 
"who  form   30  per  cent  of  its  po  pulation  .........  The 

term  is  now  reserved  for  the  descendants  of  the  old 
fighting  stock,  a  hardy  and  vigorous  class  once  the 
terror  'of  India,    now  merged  very  largely  in  the 
cultivating  class  known  as  kunbi  ...............  Three 

Million  persons-  in  the  Konkan  and  Deccan  returecl 
themselves  as  Marathas  in  the  census  in  1901  and 
form  backbone  of  tho  population-.  tf  the  Bombay 
Presidency,  fond  *of  their  traditions  of  deeds  o£ 


£8 


valour  embodied  in  the  ballads  of  the  country-sitle 
The  Maratha  peasantry  are  a  frugal  and  peace-loving 
people  con*e,nt  to  extort  *a  bare  subsistence  from  the* 
stony  Deccan  uplands  or  the  rocky  spurs  of  the 
Ghats,  At  holiday  season  thay  make  pilgrimages  to 
numerous  shnines  of  saints  and  neroes  scattered 
over  tfee  country-side  and  expend  small  sums  in 
harmless  merry-making  when  the  business  of  the 
pilgrimage  has  been  disposed  of  It  is  possible  that 
the  Marathas  are  connected  with  the  Reddis  of  tho 
Telugn.' 

^ro^,  XVII,  Pages  193  and  194  Mysore  State. 

"The  Hindus  have  beep  arranged  into  72  castes 
or  classes,  of  these  the  strongest  numerically  are 
Wakkaligars  (1287000)  The  Wakkaligars  (in  Hin- 
dustani, Kunbi)  are  the  cultivators  or  ryots,  ~They 
include  numerous  tribes  gome  of  Kanarese  and  some 
of  Telugu  origin  whe  neither  eat  together  nor  inter- 
marry, Their  headmen  aue  called  Qaudas..\  ......  The 

Wakkaligars  are  mostly  vegetarians  and  do  not  drink 
intoxicating  liquor.  The  Gangadekra  uho  form 
nearly  one  half  of  the  class,  are  purely  Kanarese, 
found  chiefly  in  the  central  and  southern  tracts. 
They  represent  the  subjects  of  the  ancient  Gangavans 
which  formed  the  nueleus  of  the  Ganga  empire.  A* 
the  present  day  they  are  followers  some  of  Siva  an4 
some  of  Vishnu,  Next  in  number  are  the  Morasu 
Wakkaligars,  chiefly  in  Kolar  and  Bangalore 
Districts  They  appear  to  have  been  Originally 
immigrants  from  a  district  callecl  Marasu-nad  to  th$ 


a*  79 

east  of  Mysore  whose  ctifelg  formed  settlements  at 
the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century  in  the  past  round 
Nandi-droog...tn  the  old  days  many  of  them  acted 
in  the  Kandachar  or  ndfciw  jtfttitia.  Thef  are  nofe 
only  cultivators  but  someltl»w  trade  in  grain.  The 
Keddis  are  found  chiefly  in  the  east  and  north  and 
have  numerous  sub-divisions.  JTo  some  extent  they 
seem  to  be  of  Telugu  origin  and  have  been  supposed 
to  represent  the  subjects  of  the  ancient  Batto  vade 
or  kingdom  of  Kattos." 
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"Makrattap,  Tlae  agricultural  Kujibis  are  the 
chief  tribe,  the  same  as  the  Kurmis  of  Northern 
India,  To  them  peculiarly  belongs  the  name 
Mahratta.  About  the  middle  of  the  ICth  century,, 
the  Mahrattas  under  Shivaji,  recovered  the  power 
they  had  before  the  Muhammadans  invaded  the 
Deccan.  Shivaji  was  born  in  a  fort,  his  greatness 
from  his  forts  and  in  a  fort  he  died," 

The  Principal  Nations  trf  India, 
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c*The  words  Kunbi  and  Mahratta  are  frequently 
<used  indis  eriminately  in  the  Poona  District.  The 
Kurmis  and  Kunbis  are  in  reality  one  class  of 
people." 

Revd.  Sherrihg's  Tribes  And  Castes,  Vol.  I. 

"The  term  Kunbi  includes  two  main  classes, 
Kunbis  and  Marathas,  between  whom,  it  is  difficult 
to  draw  a  line.  Marathas  and  Kunbis  eat  together 
and  intermarry  and  do  not  differ  in  appearance, 
religion,  or  customs,  " 

Bombay  Gazetteer  Poona,  Vol.  XVIII,  Part  I. 
1881 


"The  Marathas  are  found  all  over  the  district, 
The  1881  Census  includes'them  under  Kunbis  from 
whom  they  do  not  from  a  separate  caste." 

Bombay  Gazetteer,  Vol.  XIX, 

"Marathas  from  the  majority  of  the  Hindu 
population  and  are  cultivators  describing  themselves 
as  Kunbis/1 

Imperial  Gazetteer  ot  India,  Kolhapur,  Vol.  XV. 

"Maharashtra  is  the  country  of  the  Marathas 
who  form  30  per  cent,    of  its  population.    The  terjp  • 
11 


is  now  reserved  for  the  descendants  of  the  old 
fighting  stock,  a  hardy  and  vigorous  class,  once 
the  terror  of  India,  now  merged  very  largely  in  the 
cultivating  class  known  as  Ktrabi."  * 

-  --  Imperial  Gazetteer  of  India, 

(New  edition)  Vol  XVI. 
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<sKurmis.  Well-to-do  members  of  these  classed 
adopt  the  honorary  distinction  of  ChowdhrL" 
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During  the  time  of  Maharajah  Pratapa  Rndra, 
,it  would  appear  that  a  confidential  letter  (Kamma) 
of  his  got  into  the  hands  of  his  rival,  when  some  of 
his  subjects  known  as  Kapus,  with  undaunted 
courage  forcibly  entered  the  place  of  the  rival  and 
managed  to  get  back  the  Kamma  ;  so  they  were 
styled  Kammavam.  Those  who  took  to  their  heels 
without  executing  the  mission  were  called  Vdugina 
Vary  or  Yellama  Vary. 

It  is  said  in  the  b<;ok  entitled  "Piravuda  Pra- 
bhanda  Kavijivitham"  that  during  the  time  of 
Krishna  Deva  Eoyalu  some  of  his  subjects  who 
carried  state  letters  of  a  confidential  nature,  known 
as  Kamma,  were  called  Kamrnavaru,  Kamma  is  an 
ear  ornament  worn!  by  Hindu  women,  In  days  of 


yore,  ahnost  all  correspondence  was  carried  on,  on 
a  palmyra  leaf.  When  rolled,  it  would  take  tae  shape 
of  a  Kamma  or  ear  ornament. 
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We  understand  that  in  by-gone  times  a  Risiu 
named  Kamadita  performed  tJs  penance  in  a  forest 
known  as  Danda-Karanya/  when  many  Rakshasag 
troubled  him;  he  could  not  stand  it,  and  hence  he 
Repaired  to  Maha  Vishnu  &nd  laid  before  him  his 
*  grievance.  The  latter  directed  the  Eishi  to  his  wife 
Lakshmi  Devi,  who  fgave  him  her  ear  ornament 
(Kamma)  enjoining  him  to  perform  a  penance  for1 
one  hundred  years.  He  fulfilled  what  had  been  tolcl 
him,  and  the  result  was  that  five  hundred  warriors' 
sprang  from  that  Kamma.  They  destroyed  the 
forests,  annihilated  the  Rakshasas,  and  made  the 
place  free  from  all  trouble*  The  Rishi  recognised  , 
their  help,  and  blessed  them  to  live  happily  by, 
cultivation.  The  decendants  of  those  warriors  are 
called  Kammavaru  as  they  originated  from  the 
(Kamma), 
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tu  Brahjnananda  Purana  Katiclarma 
Chapters   3  to   20,  we  find    the    following: — The 
KammavarsVerc  born  to  the  decendaiits  of  the  Solar1 
King  Dwilipa  and  as  they  had  alliances   with  the 
lunar  race   they    uere  known   as  Upayddis*     The 
original  man  is  said  to  be  one  Dharmapala,  and  thei1* 
Gurti,   Dharmasilan.     A  member  of  the  lunar  race 
tried   to   carry   away   a   daughter  of   Dharmapala, 
named  Kannikaraani,  when  the  parents  of  the  girl 
wilji  a  view  .to  disgracing  him   had   a  black  dog 
disguised  as  a  girl,  left  it  in  the  house,  and  migrated 
to  Southern  parts.  At  that  stage,  a  river  barred  their 
way.  They  begged  of  the  Bishi  Jamadagni  who  w£s 
busy  in  a  penance  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  There 
were   with   him   his   wife   Renukadevi,     and    also 
Parapurama.  Renukadevi  gave  them  her  ear  ornament 
(known  as  Kamraa),  directed  them  to  attach  vene- 
ration to  it  and  further  added  that  if  they  did  so,  the 
river  would  give  way.  This  carno  to  pass.  Sin3e  then, 
they  have  been  known  as  Kammctvaru.  From  that 
.time  forward,    they  attach  much  veneration  to  the 
names  of  Jaraadagai,  Renukadevi,  and  Parasti  Rama* 
On   marriage  occasions  they    first  offer  prayers  to 
these,  andxthen  to  their  family  Guru,  Palabhaddira, 
There  Kammavars  are  divided  into  two  classes  known 
as  Godasatu  (gosha)  and  Gempasatu  (not  gosha).  It 
is  .said  that  in  the  reign  of  Krishna   Deva  Royalu 
there  were  1,60,000  volunteer  guards,  most  of  whom 
were  Kammavars,  to  protect  the  fortresses  within  his 
jurisdiction. 


From  the  faid  Godasatu  class,  tlie  Zamindars 
of  llaiyararanaDdal  claim  their  descent,  and  their  . 
family  name  is  Ravillavarn,  which  formed  one  of  the 
housi^,  namely,  Arvitivaru,  Navukavaru,'  Nandi- 
yaJavaru,  Peminasanivaru,  Velama  or  Velugotivaru, 
Pootlaharivaru,  Purugantivarn,  Thulava  Doralu  and 
Bavillavaru,  that  helped  Krishna  Deva  Royalu  (who 
ruled  from  1509  to  15C3  A.D.),  in  maintaining  the 
dignity  and  prestige  of  his  State.  Velugoti  is  the 
family  name  of  the^  Rajah  of  Venkatagiri,  and 
i  of  that  of  the  Kuruvikulazu  Zamindar. 
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"Sivaji  was  a  Kxirmi  and  the  Bajas  of  Gwalior 
and  Satara  are  said  to  be  of  the  same  race/5 
•  —  2-Hunter's  Statistical  Account  of  Bengal,  Vol.  -XL 
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of  Gwalior,  the  Ex-Raja  of  Satara' 
aad  the  Ex-Bhonsla  of  Nagpur  were  Kuirmis  or  o^ 
the  classas  akin  to  them,  Mr,  Campbell  has  pointed 
oat  that  the  Kurmi  element  was  the  fomsdatioa  of 
the  Mcthratta  power,  and  thai  Sivaji  and  many  of 
his  chiefs  were  Kurniis.  There  are  also  Kurmi  Kajas 
in  Corakhpur  and  Grujrat.  Darsban  Sin-gh  of  Atraulia 
of  this  caste  earned  the  title  of  Ghalibjang  for  his 

brave  services  to  the  Kings  of  Oudh,  and  his  son 
Jailal  acquired  the  title  of  Raja  during  rebellion" 

—  Carnegy's  Ilaces,  Tribes  and  Castes  of  Oudh, 
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<4Kunbis...They  have  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  surname  $**  Of  the  whole  number  one  hundred 
and  two  trace  their  origin  to  the  moon;  seventy  -eight 
trace  their  origin  to  the  sun;  and  eighty-one  to  the 
god  Frahma.  The  ninety-nine  remaining  surnames 
are  said  to  belong  to  miscellaneous  rtibes."  "The 
Poona  Kunbis,  not  content  with  calling  them  selves 


108 

Marathas,  go  so  far  as  to  call  themselves  Kshatriyas 
and  wear  the  sacred  thread.    They  include  a  tradi- 
tional total  of  ninety-*- six  clans  which  are  said  to  be 
sprung  from  tha  rulers  of  fifty-six  countries  who  are 
the  descendants  of  Vikram  of  Ujain  whose  traditional 
date  is  B,  Ow  56,  Shalivahan'of  Paithan  whose  tradi- 
tional date  is  A.  D.  78,  and  Bhojraja  of  Malva  whoso 
traditional  date  is  about  the  end  of  the  tenth  century* 
According  to  the  traditional  accounts,  the  Bhosles 
to   whom  Shivaji  belonged  are  the  descendants  o* 
Bhojraja ;    tno   descendants    of   Vikram    are    called 
Sukarrajas ;    and  those  of  Shalivahan  Rajakumars. 
All  claim  to  belong  to  one  of  the  branches  or  vanshas 
of  the  Kshatriyas,  Som-vansha  or  the  moon  branch* 
Surya-vansha  or  the    Sun  branch,    Sesh-vansha   or 
the  Snake  branch  and  Yadu-vaneha." 

Bombay  Gazetteer,  Vols.  XXI  &  XVIII. 


"One  derivation  which  has  the  approval  of 
Bhandarkar,  remains  that  Maharashtra  is  the  Sans- 
kritised  form  of  Maharatha,  that  IP,  the  country  of 
the  Maharattis  or  Maliaratthas,  that  is,  the  Great 
JKatthis,  atribe  which  under  the  name  Katta  or 
Katthis  and  its  Sanskrit  form  Kashtrakas  or  Easht- 
rikas,  from  very  early  times  have  at  intervals  ruled 
in  the  Bombay  Deccan,  and  Bombay  Karnatak." 

The  Bombav  Gazetteer  by  Sir  J.  Campbell, 

K.  C.  I.  E. 

"As  a  class  Marathas  are  simple,  frank,  inde- 
pendent and  liberal,  courteous,  and,  when  kindly 
treated  trusting.  They-  are  a  manly  and  intelligent 
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race,  proud  of  their  former  greatness,  fond  ol  show 
and  careful  to  hitte  poverty.  They  say  that  was  it* 
their  calling  and  few  Marathas  of  good  family* 
however  well  educated,  willingly  take  sorvice  as 
clerks.  They  never  keep  shops.  As  a  rule  a  well-to-do 
Maratha  has  in  his  service  a  Brahman  clerk  called 
divanji  or  minister,  who  o!ten  takes  advantage  ol 
his  master's  want,  of  education  to  defraud  him 
sometimes  ending  in  lhaking  hjs  mastw  his  debtor^ 
Marathas  are  husbandmen,  grantholders,  landowners 
and  state  servants.  Besides  the  Maharaja  of  Kolha- 
pur  several  Marathas  are  chiefs  or  sansthaniks," 

Bombay  Gazetteer,  Kolhapur,  Vol.  XXIV. 
"Hiwen  Thsang  describes  the  people,  apparently 
the  warlike  Maratha  tribe,  as  tall,  boastful  and 
proud.  Whoever  does  them  a  service,  he  says,  may 
count  on  their  gratitude,  but  no  one  who  offends 
them  will  escape  from  their  vengeance.  If  apy  one 
insults  them  they  jvill  risk  their  lives  to  wip©  out  the 
affront.  If  any  one  in  trouble  applies  to  them,  forget- 
ful of  themselves  they  will  hasten  to  help  him.  When 
they  have  an  injury  to  avenge  they  never  fail  to  warn 
their  enemy;  after  the  warning  each  puts  on  his 
cuirass  and  grasps  h:s  rpear.  In  battle  they  pursue 
fugitives  but  do  not  slay  those  who  give  themselves 
up.-  Wfcen  a  general  has  lost  a  battle,  instead  of 
punishing  him  corporally  they  make  him  wear 
women's  clothes,  and  so  force  him  to  sacrifice  his 
life.  The  state  maintains  several  hundred  dauntless 
champions  who  every  time  they  prepare  for  combat 
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get  themselves  djcunk  with  wine  }  and  then  one  of 
them,  spear  in  hand,  will  defy  ten  thousand  enemise. 
If  they  kill*a  man  whom  they  meet  oti%he  road,  the 
law  does  not  punish  them.  Whenever  the  army  goes 
on  a  campaign  these  braves  march  in  front  to  the 
sound  of  the  drum-  They  also  intoxicate  many 
hundreds  of  natnrally  fierce  elephants.  They  run  in 
a  body,  trampling  everything  tinder  their  feet.  No 
enemy  can  stand  before  them;  and  the  king  proud 
or  possessing  these  men  and  elephants  despises  and 
slights  the  neighbouring  kingdoms.'  B.  GL  XXIV. 

"The  Marathas,  especially  the  descendants  of 
Shivaji  the  founder  of  the  Maratha  empire  claim  to 
belong  to  the  Kshatriya  or  the  eoond  of  Manu's 
classes  and  say  that  their  ceremonies  are  the  samo 
as  those  of  Brahmans.  Brahmans  admit  this  claim 
in  the  case  of  the  ruling  family  and  perform  their 
oeremonies  with  the  Vedio  texts... "Well-to-do  Mara- 
lhas  especially  the  families  of  chiefs  and  sardars  of 
nobles  gird  their  boys  with  the  sacred  thread  between 
ten  and  twelve  with  the  same  ritual  as  at  a  Brahman 
thread-girding." 

Bombay  Gazetteer,  Kolhapur,  Vol.  XX  iV. 

"As  has  been  observed  by  sir  W.  Hunter,  the 
Marathas  know  only  two  occupations,  ruling  the 
country  and  tilling  the  soil.  When  they  cease  to  rule 
they  sink  into  the  position  of  peasants,  History 
abounds  with  the  Maratha  ruling  families  such  as  the 
Chalukyaa,  the  Silahars,  the  Kadambs,  the  Yadrvaa 
the  Chouhans,  &c."  Who  are  the  Marathas. 
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ADDITIONAL  EXTRACTS  FROM  ENGLISH  BOOKS 
WRITTEN  BY  EUROPEAN  SCHOLARS. 


HBNTBK'S  STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  BKNGVL, 
VOL.  XL  PAGES  46  AND  47. 

"Kurmis  though  generally  engaged  in  agriculture, 
good  soldiers,  and  were  a  good  deal  emploj'ed  as 
such  before  the  Mutiny;1 

"Mr.  Magrath  suspects  that  Kurmis  are  found  in 
Madras,  Chhuta  N&gpur,  Orissa,  and  among  the  Marathas,5' 

"Sivaji  was  a  kurmi  ancf  the  Bajas  of  Gwalior  and 
Satara  are  said  to  be  of  the  same  race.  '* 

"Kurmis  make  good  soldiers  and  before  the  Mutiny 
many  of  them  were  so  employed/* 

II—  DALTON'S  ETHKOLOGY  orfHNGAL. 
"In  the  Province  of  Chutia  Nagpur,  the  ancestors  o£ 
tfee  peepfe  now  called  Kurmis  appear  to  have  obtained  a 
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footing  among  the  aboriginal  tribes  at  a  very  remote  period 
and  in  more  than  one  part  of  Mandhum  have  supplanted 
them; 

"There  are  traditions  of  stniggles  between  them  and 
the  Kolarian  aborigines  of  these  regions,    and  though  th® 
latter  generally  managed  to  hold  their  own,  we  find  in  som* 
places  Kurmi  villages  established  on  sites  which  we  know 
from  the  groups  of  rude  stone   pillars  or  cenotaphs  still 
eonspicuous*   to  have  been  once  occupied   by  bhumiji  or 
Mundas,  and  in  other  places  vestiges   of  ruined   temples 
appertaining  to  HincUl   and  Jain   settlements,  both   most 
likely  belonging  to  successive  generations  of  Kurmis,  amidst 
villages  that  have  for  ages  been  occupied  by  Bhumij.     The 
Kurmis  settled  i  in  the  Western  part  of  Mandhnm  told  me 
they  had  been  there  fifty-two  generations.  ThePASOHETRajft 
claims  just  so  many  descents  from  the  deserted  child  that  is 
said  to  have  founded|his  race.  A  babe  was  discovered  in  the 
woods  by  the  Kurmis  drawing  its  nourishment  from  a  cow. 
This  babe  they  took  and  brought  up,    and  Afterwards  ado- 
pted as  their  Raja.    As  the  family  cannot  trace  back  their 
•rigin  rationally  outside  the  limits  of  the  District  and  as 
there  is  no  particular  reason  for  supposing  them  to  be 
Bhumij  or  Mpnda^  I  think  that  they  are  more  likely  to  be 
ef  Kurmi  extraction  than  descended  from  the  cow-nurtured 
foundling.'* 

Carney's  Races,  Tribes  and  Castes  of  Oudh. 

11  Well-to-do  members  of  these  classes  adopt  the 
honorary  distinction  of  Chowdhri.  There  were  formerly 
M&aay  and  still  are  some  Kurmi  landecj  proprietors  in  Oudh. 
A  Tupa  sub-division  containing  more  than  50  villages 
i^rmerly  owned  by  them  in  Fyzabad," 
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Elliot's  History,  Folklore  and  Distribution  of  Races, 

N,  W,  P.,   and  Oudh, 

"There  are  several  Kurmis  or  Kuubis  among  the 
Marathas  and  the  Gwaliur  as  well  as  the  Satara  families  ar^ 
of  that  stock/' 

Reverend  Shorring's  Tribes  and  Caste?,  Vol.  L 

Pages  156—157. 
(N.  W.  P.  and  Oudh  and  Bengal) 

Kumbhi, 

"In  some  parts  of  the  country  members  of  this  cas'o 
have  large  possessions  in  land,  in  the  year  184*9,  out  01  01 
estates  of  which  the  parganna  of  DKata  in  the  Fatohpur 
District  was  composed,  no  fe\var  than  twenty-seven  were  iu 
the  hands  of  the  Kumbhis,  there  called  Kurmis,  which' 
circumstance,  it  was  rightly  conjectured,  was  the  chief  causQ 
of  the  thriving  condition  of  that  Parganna," 

Bombay  Presidency  and  Central  Provinces. 
•'The  Kurmis  &  Kunbis  arc  in  reality  one  class  .of 
people,  and  yet  are  known  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
by  the?e  separate  designations,  and  under  them  are  sub- 
divisions into  numerous  tribes,  some  of  which  do  not 
intermarry.  They  are  very  industrious  and  persevering, 
commonly  thrifty  and  f ruga,  and  H\ingiuthe  enjoyment 
&l  health  and  much  social  comfort,'5 

The  Principal  Nations  of  India. 

"The  Kuubi  is  fond  01  asserting  his  independence- 
The  following  are  some  of  his  proverbs:  ""Where  it  thundori 
there  the  Kunbi  is  a  landlord;"  "Crores  follow  the  Kunbs 
Jt>ut  t)io  Kunbi  follows  no  man/5  * 

*Siuapur  Seuttlement  Eel  or,?;];  Lunkno»v  Seuttlement 
He  part,  K8, 


W.  Crooke's  Bribes  and  Castes  of  N.  W.  P.  and  Oudh 

'^Colonel  Palton  regards  the  Kurmis  of  Bihar  afc 
fcome  of  the  earliest  Aryan  colonists  ol  Bengal,  a  brown 
tawny  coloured  people,  of  an  average  height,  well  propor- 
tioned rather  highly  framed,  and  with  a  fair  amount  of 
good  looks," 

"In  Oudhf  they  (Kurmis)  have  traditions  of  having 
been  landowners  before  the  Rajout  conquest  and  Mr*  Butt 
remarks  that  the  same  is  the  case  iu  Lucknow*" 

"In  Gorakhpur  are  fouiid  the  Patanware.  Saithuars* 
^hom  Doctor  Buchanan  identifies  with  the  Audldas  of  Behai' 
who  Claim  there  to  be  of  the  highest  dignity  and  the  purest 
blood  and  ore  usually  cultivators,  whilein  Bengel  they  often 
enlist  in  the  native  army  or  serve  as  constables*" 

.  Bombay  Gazetteer,  Satara,  Vol.  XIX, 
Pago  75, 

"Marathas  are  found  all  over  the  district.  Tho  1831 
Cecils  includes  them  under  Kunbis  from  whom  they  do  not 
form  SL  separate  caste.  The  distinction  between  Kunbis  and 
]\tarathas  is  almost  entirely  social,  the  Marathas  as  a  rule 
are  better  ofl  and  preferring  war  and  service  as  constable  cty 
a  messenger  to  husbandry,  The  Stitara  Marathas  seem  td 
have  no  histories  or  legendary  evidence  as  to  when  and  from 
where  they  came  in  to  the  district.  Though  somewhat/ 
fairer  in  colour  and  more  refined  in  manners  as  a  class 

cannot  be  distinguished  from  Kumbis   with   whom  all  eat 

and  the  poorer  marry/1 


Bombay  Gazetteer,  Belgaam,  Yol,  XXL 
*   s  .     .  Page  126. 

"The  Marathas  are  returned  as  numbering  11,9,300 

and  ara* found  all  over  the  district.  They  have  come  in  totb0 

district  from  Satara  and  other  parts  of  the  Deccan...They 

waar  the  sacred  thread  and  are  careful  to  perform  the  regular 

Himdu  observances.  Cultivating  Marathas  are  called  Kunbis 

or  Kulvadies...The  Marathas  have  no  objection  to  dine  with 

them  but  they  do  not  as*  a  rule  intermarry.  There  is  no 

objection  to  a  son  of  Maratha  marrying  Kunbi  daughter? 

and  ocqasionally  daughters  of  poor  Marathas  are  given  in 

marriage  to  a  rich  Kunbi... The  Marathas  are  hard  working, 

strong,  and  hardy  aiyl  hospitable,  J>ut  hot  tempered,    As 

soldiers  they  are  brave  and  loyal... They  are  landholders, 

husbandmen,  pleaders,  traders,  labourers,  soldiers,  writer^ 

messengers  and  servants,51 

Bombay  Gazetteer,  Khande»h,  Vol,  XII, 

Page  68, 

"Marathas  ar$  said  to  I  have  originally  come  from 
Kaaik,  Poona,  Satara  and  Ahmadnagar  during  tho  reign  of 
the  last  Peshwa;  are  of  2  classes.., Though  generally  called 
Marafchas,  they  have  special  ^surmanes  known  to  farniliai 
friends,  such  as  Gaekwar,  Mahante,  Jagtap,  Sinde,  Kim- 
balkar  and  Paver.  They  eat  with  TJlol^  or  Tilora  Pajna  and 
other  Kunbls.'f 

Bombay  Gazetteer,  Kolhapur,  Yor.  XXIV, 

Page  65, 

' 'Marathas  are  returned  as  numbering  622§7  andar< 
found  over  the  whole  State.  The  Kolhapur  MaratUas 


*  special  interest  &s  their  head  the  Maharaja  of  Kolhapur  is 
the  only  representative  of  Sivajee  the  founder  of  the  Maratha 
power... Marathas  cannot  be  distinguished  from  Marathi 
speaking  Decoan  Kunbis  with  -whom  all  eat  and  the  pooler 
intermarry... Kolhapur  Marathas  claim  to  belong  to  4  bran- 
ohes  or  vans  as,  Brahma  vuns  or  tbe  Brahma  Branch.  Shesk 
vuns  or  the  Serpent  branch,  Som  vuns  or  the  Moon  branch 
a;nd  Surya  vuns  or  the  sun  branch." 

"At  the  khati  feast  Marathas  ait  in  full  dress  each 
with  a  sword  by  his  side.  Marathas  do  not  allow  widow 
Carriage,  know  nothing  of  polyandry,  and  practise 
polygamy." 

Imperial  Gazetteer  of  Ind:a,  New  Edition,  Vol  V. 
Pagds  97  and  98.  Ahmadabad  District. 

"The  Kunbis  who  number  .  101000  are  an  important 
olass*  Some  have  risen  to  high  positions  iu  Government 
service  or  have  acquired  wealth  in  trade  but  the  majority  are 
engaged  in  Agriculture  and  form  tbe  greater  part  of  the 
peasant  proprietors  in  Gujrat.  There  is  no  real  difference  oi: 
caste  between  Kunbis  and  Patidars  thongh  Patidars  will  not 
BOW  intermarry  \\ith  ordinary  Kunbis.  The  latter  are  divi- 
ded inlo  3  classes — Lev  as  Kadvas,  Anjans.  Female  infanti-  - 
cide  owing  to  the  ruinous  expensed  attached  to  marriage 
having  been  found  prevalent  among  the  Kuubis,  the  provis- 
ions of  Bombay  Act  VII J.  of  li<70  were  applied  to  the 
JCadva  and  Leva  Kunbis.  Next  in  position  to  the  Kunbis 
are  the  Rajput?," 

Vol  VIII,  Bombay  Presidency,  Pages  300  and  304. 

"The  general  proportion  of  females  recorded  in  1001 
is  938  to   1000  males  ip  British  Districts.  In   Sindh  the 
19 
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proportion  is  very  low.  An  excess  of  females  over  males  is 
noticeable  among  the  low  castes  and  wild  tribes.  Infanticide 
formerly  prevailed  among  the  Rajputs  and  Kunbis  of  Gujrat 
>ut  is  believed  to  be  no  longer  practised.  The  cause  of  ihis 
barbarous  practice  was  the  difficulty  of  securing  bridegrooms 
rform  the  sections  of  these  castes  with  whom  custom  pres- 
cribed that  intermarriage  should  take  place." 

"The  Marathas  consist  of  1900000  Kunbis,  350000 
Konkanis,  and  1500000  Marathas  not  otherwise   specified. 
The  term  Maratha  is  in  some  respects  loosely  applied,   that 
it  is  difficult  to   determine  its  *  precise   significance.  It  is 
Variously  used  to  describe  members   of   the  various  castes 
living  in  Maharashtra  those  whose  mother  tongue  is  Marathi 
and  more  correctly  perhaps,  to  designate   the  descendants 
of  Sivaji's   warriors  including  ithe  Maratha   Kunbis  and 
below-Ghat  Maratha  who  were  the  backbone  of  the  Pesh- 
wa's  Confederacy.    It   is  tihe  common  impression   at  the 
present  day  that  the  Marathas  properly  so  called  aro  divided 
in  to  two  groups  which  do  not  intermarry,    but  Kunbi   or 
agriculturist  being  the  inferior,  and  the  warrior,  landowner 
or  high  class  Maratha  claiming  superior-origin  ............  But 

the  dividing  line  is  not  of  the  nature  of  permanent  barrier 
and  can  ba  passed  by  wealthy  Kunbis  with  ambition  in 
to  their  means.  " 


Kevd.  Shemng's  Hindu  Tribes  and  Castes,  Vol.  Ill  P.  253. 
The  Unity  of  the  Hindu  Kace. 

"The  Kumbhi,  or   Kurmi  caste   as  it  is  variously 

styled,  is  in  point  of  numbers  the  principal  branch  of  the 

cultivating  castes,  aud,  as  every  body  acquainted  with  the 

**ujyject  knows,  is  a  very  fair  representative  of  all  suchcastes 

The  Kurmi  his  a  strong  bony  hand  natural  to  a  man  of  his 


lit 

employment.  His  complexion  is  of  a  deep  Mahogany  colour, 
never  black  nor  approaching  to  it.  He  is  sometimes  *and  in 
Upper  India  frequently,  tall  and  powerful,  is  manly,  out- 
spoken, and  independent  in  manner  and  is  altogether  free 
from  the  cringing  obsequiousness  so  peculiar  to  many  of 
the  self-contemning  outcasts  below  the  Sndras.  As  a  draw- 
back to  this,  he  is  rather  dull  of  intellect  which  is  no 
matter  of  surprise  considering  the  nature  of  his  duties, 
which  in  every  country  exercise  a  deadening  influence  on 
the  understanding.  These  castes  exhibit  various  qualities* 
not  seen  in  lowd*  castes,  and  forming  striking  characteri- 
stics of  the  higher.  They  are  free  from  the  servility  and 
sense  of  fear,  amounting  frequently  to  terror  which  are  so 
distressingly  visible  among  the  outcasta  races  in  their 
intercourse  with  the  superior  castes." 

GOVERNMENT  ORDER,  No        ~  dated 


March  1896  to  the  Inspector  General  of  Police,  N.  "W* 

P.,  and  Oudh. 

Police  Department, 

"3  His  Honor  is  however,  of   opinion  that  Kurmis 
^constitute   a  respectable   community  which   he  would  ix> 
reluctant  to  exclude  from  Government  service/' 
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